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SMALL GROUP MINISTRY
“Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added
to their number daily those who were being saved.” (NIV)

GERMANTOWN SMALL GROUP GROW
MINISTRY

GROW: Giving, Relationships, Outreach, Witness
Mission: Creating places where everyone can plug in
to God and other people.
Building a community in which each member is committed to
evangelism—through their time, talents and resources—to fulfilling the call of
God to reach into every community with the message of Hope and Wholeness.
(alignment with NAD Mission)

What Small Groups Are
“A small group is an intentional, face-to-face gathering of three to
twelve people, on a regular time schedule with the common
purpose of developing relationships, meeting felt needs of group
members, growing spiritually, and laying plans and working
together to lead others to accept Jesus as Lord and Savior of their
lives.
The group is to help each to grow in their relationship with God,
grow in their relationship with each other, and reach out to share
what they have with others.” (The General Conference Sabbath
School and Personal Ministries: “Keys to Small Group Ministries”)

RETURNING TO BIBLICAL FOUNDATION

“Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped
teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah.” (Acts 5: 42; NIV)
Since the time of the early church, small groups have played an important part in
reformation and revival.
Nearly every major revival in the Christian church has been associated with a
return to the establishment of many small groups usually in private homes for Bible
study, prayer, and the discussion of spiritual things.

THE EARLY CHURCH

The early church was a small group church:
partly because the close relationships which bound Christ’s first
disciples together could only be sustained in small groups;
believers met together in each other’s homes partly because
Jewish animosity made it difficult for them to meet regularly in
public places.

THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH (cont’d)
The essence and genius of the apostolic church was this
network of small groups to which everyone belonged.
These small groups played an important part in the
amazing numerical growth of the church after Pentecost
from 120 to over 10,000 believers in a few months, and the
development of its unique fellowship (Acts 1:15; 4:4; 5:42
etc.).

The General Conference Sabbath School and
Personal Ministries: “Keys to Small Group Ministries”

(Review

of the Biblical, Adventist, and recent history of small groups)

It is time for Jesus to come and yet there is a great work to be
accomplished.
Big plans need to be set in operation.
One method by which those big plans and that great work can be
accomplished is through small groups.
The potential for church growth in Christ-centered, Spirit-led, and
well-organized small groups with proper goals is unlimited.
To think big and set into action big plans, the church needs to think small
groups.

Biblical, Adventist, and Recent History of
Small Groups
The Bible story and the experience of the church both confirm that
from the very beginning of human history to the present, small
groups of one kind or another have been part of the divine plan for
the human family.
The family unit was the first and most important small group
ordained by God. (Adam and Eve, our First parents’ home)
After the Exodus, God gave His approval to the suggestion of Jethro
that Moses should divide the entire new nation of Israel into groups
of ten, not just to make Moses’ work easier, but to make God more
accessible to the people (Exodus 18, note especially verse 23).

JESUS’ EXAMPLE
Although Jesus had many disciples, He invested much of His time and
energy in developing His own small group of twelve. (Mark 3:13-15; Luke
6:12,13)
He taught them to be completely dependent on Him and on each
another:
an excellent means of intensive training and personal development for the disciples
served as a model for the church of the future in which they would be leaders
provided mutual support and encouragement both for the disciples and Jesus
Himself
▪ He was there when they needed Him; and,
▪ though they let Him down occasionally, they were usually there when He needed
them. For
▪ this He was grateful (Luke 22:28).

History of Modern Church Worship

The spiritual decline in the church which followed the apostolic period and
resulted in almost total apostasy was due in part to changes in its structure which
occurred simultaneously with changes in doctrine.
The emperor Constantine was responsible not only for the first civil law concerning
Sunday observance; he also erected several of the earliest church buildings in
the Roman Empire.
In spite of the New Testament teaching that God now lives in and among His
people rather than in buildings, his basilicas were designated as sacred places to
be used only for religious purposes and clergy were appointed to serve in them.

History of Modern … Worship (cont’d)

Thus began a trend which led to the inevitable consequence that buildings,
rather than homes, gradually became the center of church life.
It also helped to create the unscriptural distinction between clergy and laity
which remains with us to this day.
Ever since, church life has revolved largely around buildings instead of people,
and ministry has been seen as the responsibility of priests and pastors instead of
every Christian.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church

The Seventh-day Adventist Church began with a strong emphasis on small
groups, partly because of its Methodist roots and partly because of the inspired
counsel of Ellen White.
For example, during her visit to Australia, a major Christian revival took place in
Melbourne, at the height of which 2, 000 small groups were meeting in homes all
over the city.
She subsequently wrote: “The formation of small companies as a basis of Christian
effort has been presented to me by One who cannot err.” (E. G. White,
Testimonies, vol. 7, pp. 21, 22.)

From SDA Elder’s Handbook (p. 123).
One pastor of a large Adventist congregation was pleasantly
surprised when studying the spiritual health of recent converts to
discover that not one who had been involved in a small group had
left the church” The life of the body is in its cells. If the cells dies, the
body dies. If the cells are healthy, the body thrives. When the cells
multiply, the body grows.
A study of church movements shows that every major revival has
been influenced by a ready access to the Bible and the gathering
of believers in small, intimate groups.

CONCLUSION
It is clear that small groups have always been part of God’s plan for men and
women.
As the plan of salvation has unfolded through human history, three events stand
out above all the others in their importance.
They are: the Exodus, the First Advent, and the Second Advent.
On each of these three occasions—the establishment of the nation of Israel, the
establishment of the Christian church, and the gathering and preparing of God’s
people before the kingdom of God is finally established—we see that small
groups were and are ordained by God to play a very significant part.

CONCLUSION (cont’d)
Ours is the privilege and responsibility of living just before the third and last of
these great events.
As the Day of the Lord draws nearer, we can expect the Holy Spirit to lead the
church to the spiritual and numerical growth that we have dreamed of and
prayed for.
Small groups, used by God, will probably do more than anything else to prepare
us for that experience and keep us together until the Day of the Lord arrives.
Shiloh, what better reason could there be than this, for us to ask God to help us to
see small groups as He sees them, to guide us in organizing them, and to help us
to experience their full potential!

